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Text: John 3:1-8

People have always had a curiosity about heaven, but they have not
always agreed on how to secure their place there.  Invariably, someone will
have the idea or hope that he or she can earn a place in heaven through good
works.

Therefore, it is not surprising that 55 percent of Americans
believe “a good person can earn his way to heaven,” but an alarmingly
high percentage of professing Christians believe the same thing. Recent
studies by George Barna show 40 percent of those in America who say
they have committed their life to Jesus Christ agree with the statement,
“If you are a good person or do enough good things for others, you can
earn a place in heaven.” Such thinking runs contrary to the clear
teaching of Scripture (Ephesians 2:8–9), dilutes evangelistic fervor, and
gives scores of people fictitious hope.

Moody, March/April 1998, p. 46; Baptist Standard, March 12, 1997, p. 8

      Perhaps Nicodemus, a Jewish man, a descendant of Abraham, and
evidently an important person in the theological circles of the Jewish faith
had realized that his heredity and position in life might not be enough to
secure him a place in heaven.  Perhaps it was this concern that brought him
to Jesus on this occasion.

But before Nicodemus could finish breaching the subject, Jesus,
knowing the heart of Nicodemus and why he had come searching Him out
on this night, appears to interrupt Nicodemus with an answer to the question
that He knew Nicodemus was going to ask.   The question was, “How does
one receive eternal life?”

In the text we hear what Jesus has to say in response to that burning
question to which Nicodemus, and all of us, want to know the answer.
Listen as Jesus points out two important truths concerning our pursuit of
eternal life.



I. THE NATURAL BIRTH OFFERS ONLY THOSE THINGS
CONTAINED IN THIS PRESENT LIFE.

A. Our natural birth only contains the seeds of a natural
existence.

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth
to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  John 3:5-6 NIV italics added

The new birth is a spiritual act.  The natural birth was merely
physical.  They are different in nature and in what they produce.

The point is that what is started in the natural realm
will always remain natural; therefore, what is started
in the spiritual realm cannot be completed in the
natural.

B. Nothing of this natural life can secure our eternal life in
Christ.

The plan of salvation seems to be simply defined in Scripture, but
so many people continue to look for eternal life through other
means. Rodney Hines was a thirty-six-year-old from Chico,
California, when he was arrested for stealing, eating, and
snorting the cremated remains of four people. He told the police
he snorted some of the ashes and sprinkled others on his food
because he wanted to obtain “everlasting life.” The lost need to
hear and the saved need to proclaim, “Jesus is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.”          --Houston Chronicle, Dec. 31, 1995, p. 15A



However,
II. THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH SECURES ALL THAT IS A PART

OF AN ETERNAL LIFE.

A. Our spiritual birth or re-birth is a creative act of God
alone—it cannot be accomplished by us.

NOTE: Jesus asserted that the entrance into the kingdom of God
that Nicodemus desired could not be achieved by legalism or
outward conformity. It requires an inner change. Membership in
the kingdom of God is not a prerogative of any particular race or
culture, nor is it hereditary. It is given only by the direct act of
God. The origin and the destination of the wind are unknown to the
one who feels it and acknowledges its reality. Just so, the new life
of one born of the Spirit is unexplainable by ordinary reasoning;
and its outcome is unpredictable, though its actuality is
undeniable.” Expositor’s Bible Comentary

Max Lucado writes, “The first birth was for the earthly life; the
second one is for eternal life.  The first time we received a physical
heart; the second time we receive a spiritual heart.  The first birth
enabled us to have life on earth.  The second birth enables us to
have life eternal.” (p. 109, A Gentle Thunder)

B. Jesus alone has purchased and secured the eternal destiny
of those who believe.

It is amazing how people will invest their time and money in the
pursuit of making this life as comfortable and enjoyable as
possible, yet they fail to appreciate the investment that Jesus has
made in purchasing for us an eternal place of rest and peace.



CONCLUSION

“Given the opportunity, how much would you pay for a place in
heaven? A recent survey asked the wealthiest 1 percent of Americans that
very question. This elite group of about one million households earns at
least $250,000 per year and has a net worth of at least $2.5 million. These
millionaires gave the following breakdown of what they would spend on
certain unique opportunities. For great beauty, the average price they
would willingly pay was $83,000. For talent, they would spend $285,000.
Great intellect commandeered $407,000. They said true love was worth
$487,000. The highest bid on any subject went for a place in heaven. To
secure their spot in eternity, these wealthy Americans said they would part
with $640,000. Isn’t it interesting that even if heaven could be bought,
those who have the most money don’t want to spend more than 25
percent of their net worth to get there. What a stark contrast to the 100
percent investment Christ made to secure our eternal destiny.”     --HomeLife,
July 1998, p. 66

Ultimately, we are faced with the decision to either trust
in our own ability to save ourselves or to place our trust in
Jesus Christ whom the Word of God declares to be the only
one who can transform our eternal souls.  Only one remedy
will work.  Choose wisely!


